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ho, having been urged, £1 an ho 511.5. 
Man muſt be a Calviniſt, or a Dei, — 
aul being quite unable to extticate bir - 
felf, ſends to his Miniſter for Help. 83 


3 


« Wi ehout the Law, Sin tas dead. 7 as 1 8 
the Law once. ge, The Commandment came, Sin revived, 
and ] died. -=-» © The Law is holy, juſt and good. 7 
Taub is ſpiritual,” but I am carnal, ſold under Sin. 0 
uretebed Man that I am: WHU SMALL DELIVER ME 2 
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% 3 leg 5 5 Se for Private 


BB 885 Converſation, —as that 1 IS, on manyAc- ., BET 


counts, the beſt Way of receiving In- 

% 885 935 ſtruction,. I ſhould: have ſoughtxdmit- 

n rance 1 into your Study, and there open- 
ed my Caſe, and ſought further Light. But as, yo 
are ſenſible, that is at preſent impracticable, for a Rea- 
ſon I. need. ngt mention, I am, obliged to take this 

; Methog of Writing. And a Gentleman, ſo ready to 
publiſh. a former private Converſation, for che Benefit 
of his Country, will now, with the ſame View, be glad 
of an Opportunity, If A public Manner, To 4 remove 
the Difficulties 1. have ko Propst, not rod 2be 


Fore 0 time ago, as T happened in the Company of” 

Calvinus, fortified as I was with your Reafonings, | 
yer, I muſt confeſs,” T was much diſconcerted. I Am 
aſhamed to own it, ＋ was quite ſilenced. © Lou 5 
how to compaſſionate my Caſe, nor will yeu fail ſoon 

to e me 225 _ Relief. I was  glorying 1 in the 


=" 


1 2 T's Vnanſwer . ; 


89 lion on C ORIGINAL Sin, Gre 5 


: 


e IF » 
3 DET 
8 * 8 9 


| Vrianflverableneſs of your Piece, and * 


* which I am averſe to; but for Light.“ 


dle, this is not the Scriprare-Solution. Accorgipg to 


a ike ah 


vor - 
tagoniſis were under a Neceſſity of giving up 2 old 


Calvinian Sebheme; when one of the Company, for 
ere ſeveral preſent, withan Air full of Sweet - 


ther . 
nels and Modeſty, « beg'd Leave to aſk a Oueſtion, 


or tuo: not for the ſake: of Diſp puting,” ? ſaid he, 
T encou- 


rag'd-the Stranger to begin having no 0 Doch: I eould 
Kally anſwer him: For altho? 1 had heard of His 


Name heretofore, yet till now I was never hi; og | 


ed with the Man. He began thus— 


Carvinus,— You ſee, Sir, we all come into the 


World in a mortal State, liable to Death, as ſoon as 


we are born; and many 1. die | N. Infancy. 


. bence has this come to paſs ? 


NetonpouR =, In Conſequence of ond: * 


Sin ; by the wiſe Appointment of God, 


Gat Can an Appoigtment be. wiſe, 8 is not . 
Juſt How is ir juſt. they ſhould die for Adam sin? 


. 


Na- Sed can nerd walt it up hee 4 hog Ig 


rure State. 


8 Make it up, Sir ! at, "EY u one; 
that Death; 18 an Injury to N F Fs if i Jo be no In. 


ju, it needs no making up. 


Nx AS, believe,that. the. God. ha Geslife way | 


as a Sovereign, take it away 1 an imoeent Being. 


wirhout any Injury. : 
C. Well, Sir, and if you believe — God by. 
_ afts thus in this Caſe, then there can be no Need for 
God to male it up to Infants in a ſuture State, And. 


ſo, you will reſolve all the Suferings. and the Dead i 5 
ut you are ſenſi- 


of Infants into meer Sovereignty. 


"7 ole 


. AT GT C45, 


thoſe ſacred Writings, Death is conſidered as the 


-  # ages of Sin, 5 4 | | 
_  Nz1,—I grant it, Sir, AndDeathcomes upon all 
thro” the Offence of One, All die in Conſequence of 
Adam's firſt Sin. N 


* 


4 _ Car,— But js it not an Injury to a poor helpleſs 
"| Tnfant, in every reſpect as innocent as can be, to be 
juuged. & condemned, even to Death, by a Judge, who 
at the ſame time declares, that Death is the Mages of 
Sin? What! is that poor Infant a Sinner ? — If nor; 

why is it treated as ſuch an one? Will not zh Judge 
Fal in bald on 0 es 
Nei. — I grant, the Infant dies in Canſequence of 


Adam's firſt Sin. But how. do you prove,thatDeath © .. 


comes upon it in this /ega/ Manner, from God as 

Lawgiver and Judge? Who, while acting in that 
Capacity, ever renders to every one according to their 

ö Deſerts. my VVV þ 3 | . 25 
Car.,—You grant, that St. Paul, ſpeaking to this 
very Point, ſays, By the Offence of One, ꝓudgment 
came upon all Men to Condemnation. And if there 
is a Judgment drawn up, and pronounced, and a Sen- 
tence of Condemnation paſſed; it is ſuppoſed, there is 
\ Judge, and a Rule to go by, according. to which 
they are condemned. Surely, theſe Law- Terms de- 
note the Proceedings to be legal. 22 


NEI. - Well, —and what if I grant, that according 

to the Divine Conſtitution, Adam was fo far our pub- 
lie Head, that if he ſinned, God might juſtly ſentence, 

not only him, but all his Race, ro Death, as a Penalty 

for his Sin? TY „ 
Cal. But is it not Iniguity in a Judge, to puniſh | 
one for the Sin of another, in which he is not at all 
intereſted ? aſe os wh | NEC 


* 


1 


* 
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Nx 1,—T grant it. But it 3 we 0 a. 
in Adam's firſt Sin, ſo Far as to TA Found ation 10 | 


natural Death. 


er Bor then EO may y juſtly es nor in 
that Gals will God-be . to "make 4 up to them 
hereafter. f g 2 


Ns. —1 gre ant it; Aud what then?” 8 0 8 : * wy | 
CAI. Why, chew you: hold che Jmputatian * TR 
Adam's fir{t Sin to all his Poſterity, as really as: the 
moſt rigid Calviniſt ever did. The ſole Difference 
1s. Vou hold, that. IAdamꝭs Sin is imputed only ſo as 
to lay a Foundation for temporal Death; pu they”. 
add, Death ſpiritual and Eternal. . 1 hold, God 
may juſtly take away the Life of the Body, they ſay, 
He may juſtly take away hes holy Spirit from the 
Soul; and leave them everlaſtingly to the dreadful”. 
Conſequences, i. e. to eternal Death. But you bot 
agree, that God may juſtly impute Adam's firſt Sin 
to his Poſterity, and righteouſly proceed againſt them, 
and judge, and condemn, and puniſh them therefor.— 
You only differ as to the Degree of Puniſhment, which 
he may juſtly ingict. You lay, ſo far as temporal : they 
ſay, Eternal. — But l hymbly query, —If Adam's Sin 
may be in Part imputed to,and Duniſh'd | in, hisPoſte- A 
_ rity, why not in the Whole ? 1 God may put us to 
Death as ſoon as born, for Adam's Sin, why not - 
deny us his Favour for ever, and leave us eternally ©.* 
under the Power of, Sin, to eat the Fruit of our own 
Way, to wander from God, aſſociate with Devils, and 
grow up into Tempers analogous to theirs, and ſhare: 5 's 
their Pains thro' endleſs Ages ?—If you lay, it is not 
juſt, that God ſhould | impute Adam's Sin to us, ſo as 
to caſt us off for ever, it-muſt be becauſe Adam's 


Sin did not e ſo great a Enniſhment,j, but you 
own, 
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— _ 7 * 
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TT. 
be; "it £5? [4+ Ws 7 5 je” 54 wy” F*gs A ; Tie” | " 4 f 
; own, it did: Or, [ ecauſe it 18 not juſt for God to . 


pute bis Sin to us; but this you own is juſt, to vindi- 
cate the Juſtice of God in inflicting Death on all his 
Race. And I dare ſay, if Adam's Sin is imputed to 
us, it is as right we ſhould be caſt off for ever for it, 
as that we ſhould die for it. And it is as eaſy to vin- 
dicatethe divine Conduct in one Caſe, as in the other. 
Indeed, among Men, we may ſuppoſe that a Judge 
may do Wrong a-/ittle, who would by no Means do 
Wrong in a groſs Inſtance. So ſome Men may injure 
their Neighbour to the Value of a few. Pence, who 
would by noMeans take from him a Thouſand Pounds. 
But God is equally at an infinite Diſtance from doing 
Wrong in ſmall and in great Inſtances. He will no 
ſooner kill an Infant, than he will caſt off his Soul 
for ever, unleſs it be ſtrictly juſt. It cannot be juſt, 
that God ſhould put Infants to Death for Adam's 
Sin, unleſs Adam's Sin is imputed to them. — If A. 
dam's Sin is imputed to them, God may juſtly caſt 
them off for ever; in Caſe that Sin deſerved ſo great 
a Puniſhment, which you grant it did. | 
NEI— Sir, I have granted too much already. 
» Car— And, Sir, you may retract what you pleaſe, 
with all my Heart. e TED RON 
--Nz1— I ſhould have denied, that Death comes 
upon Mankind as a legal Puniſhment, for Adam's 
— x... r . 
Cal. — But how then ſhall we vindicate St. Paul 
in the vth Chap. of Romans? I hope, you do not 
- think he was under a Miſtake. He uſes the Words - 
Fudgment. and Condemnation. in the Caſe, which are 
Law-'Terms, and denote a legal Proceſs. And from 
their being judged and condemned to Death for A- 


8 2 4 


— 2 "ah 


ha n - 
* — 


duam's Sin, he argues, that Adam's Sin was imputed 
to them That by the Diſobedience of one many were 
made Sinners, even as by the Obedience of Chriſt 
many ſhall be made Righteous, © 
NAI. -I have nothing to object. The plain lite- 
ral Senſe of St. Paul's Words is as you ſay; and they 
ſeem ſtrongly to teach, that we are condemned to 
Death on the Account of Adam's firſt Sin. Nor 
ſhould 1 doubt, this was the Cafe, were it not for the 
apparent Conſequences, El 


Cal. — Can you think of any other Senſe the 
Words will bear? 5 „ Wo 
NEI. Indeed Sir, I cannot. IT muſt confefs,they | 
ſeem to lie plainly againſt me F—— . 
Ter a long Pauſe ] 85 
But I never can believe, it is conſiſtent with 
the moral Perfections of Cod, to bring me into a, 
State of Being worſe than not to be. [after 


* I eapeQ, Rev Sir, you will blame me for yielding up the Point 
ſio tamely---But for my Life I could not help it- I was going 
to ſpeak---when all at once the very Sentence of Con- em ration 
it ſelf, to which St. Paul refers, the very Judgment paſſed, by 
Which all Mankind were made mortal, and as it were ſtruck 
dead at one Blow Daß thou art, and unto Duff ſhalt thou re- 
turn, - came into Mind : --- this Sentence of Death was paſſed 
on Aaam, and Adam alone, thought I; but yet it reaches all 
huis Race. In Adam al diz.---Surely all were in him. He was 
their Root, their Head, their Repreſentative. The ſame Sen- 
| tence of Death, which flew him, flays all his Race. --- And I 
knew, this Sentence was paſſed for Adam's firſt S in, - not un- 
der the Notion of a Blefing, but as a righteous Fudgment, a 
T:fiimony of God's high Diſpleaſure; and had the proper Na- 
ture of a Puniſoment.— And on the whole, I thought it beſt 
to act an honeſt Part, and yield the Point. Beſides, in- | 
ſtead of acting any longer on the Defenſive, I thought it ſafer 2 
to attack Ca/vinus with that moſt deadly Weapon, viz. That bim. 
Scheme is inconſiſtent with the moral PerfeFions of God. --- I ſat 
_ Cent--- Theſe Thoughts work'd in my Mind---I ipake--- = 
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N * I catter another long Pauſe J. 


5 1 8 had rather turn Infidel, than entertain 11 
i Notion. And if theScriptures do really contain Dot. 
rines which imply it, I chooſe. to renounce them. 


Cal. nut, Dear Sir, leaving Adam wholly out of 
chi Account, let us enquire into our true State: i. e. 
Suppoſing we have no more Connection with Adam, 
than with Noah, what is our true State? Pray, anſwer 
me theſe three plain Queſtions. 

UESTION I. Are we not by Nature under 2 
Law, which requires a perfect Obed; jene? 

Anſwer. I muſt own it : For it is an expreſs Com 

tradiction, to ſuppoſe, that God's Law does not require 
Al that it does require. 

Qvesriox. 2. Does not this Law ee eternal, 
Wamnation to the firſt Tranſgreſſion? 
=o Arſever. I muſt own, it does. For it is written, 
Xe, Curſe! i is every one, who continueth not in all Things: 
e 5 ritten in the Book of the Law to do them. 

+7» QutsT1oN- 3. Do not all Mankind, as ſoon as 
ber become moral Agents, break this La- ?? 


© Anſwer. J grant, there is none perfectiy tel,; ö 
N not ne. 5 
Ca. Bur if theſe Things be fo, chen all Man- 
kind (thoſe who die in Infancy, only excepted) evi- 
| dently come into Being in a State infinitely worſe than 
not to be, ſhould Law and Juſtice take Place: For 
as all ſin, ſo the whole World ſtand guilty befand E 
God - and by this Law, no Fleſh can be juſtied 
in his. Sight, but are all N to the: enn | 
| Pains of ell. 


Ner- —Yes: : But God has provided a His 


8 7 5 — True : And this is as great a Comfort to 2 


us, as it is to you: and will forre the Difficulties of 


£ 1 * - ety es * 3 — * 1 


A 


F N as well as of your's. But EX FER if the 


1 


Difficulties of neither. 


NE. To be ſure, I always thought, that if che! 
firſt Covenant, which you ſay, was made with Adam, 


was in it ſelf wrong, God's Aer Per lien 6: of a a Me- 
* could never make it right. . 


Car, Indeed „Sir, I am quite of your Mind. 1 

| the ſame will hold true of the Law of Nature,which 
requires ſinleſs Perfection, on pain of eternal Damna- 
tion. If it be not juſt and righteous in it felf, the 


Death of Chriſt can never make it ſo. Now, lay 


our Hand on your Heart, and fay ; Do you think, 


it had been quite juſt and right, if God had held all 


Mankind bound w mere Law, and Walt with them 


all accordingly ? 


7 — It does EN to me, if I muſt ſpeak my 
Min 


that it would not have been juſt. 


C1. But why then did God ever make thisLaw, | 


if; in its own Nature it be unrighteous ? 
 Ne1.—God made this Law for innocent Man,well 


able to keep it : but J think, it would have been hard 
fer Man, now Hnes the Fall, to have been held Wund 


” 
> * 

> 

* 
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C41. — But why tek did God REY it on 


Mount Sinai in all it's Rigour, and denounce. the 


Curſe againſt the Man that broke it, and oblige all the 

Congregation of Iſrael to approve. it as fing juſt, 
by faying AMEN to it twelye times over? Deut. 
xxvii. Dia not God know the Maelites to be fallen 


Creatures, as well as the reſt of Mankind? 


NI. I know. not what to ſay. But 1 id} "4 
had been very hard, if God had left all Mankind in this 


. State, and never provided a Saviour, Vir. 


atter be looked to the Bottom, it 11 ſolve the : 
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Cal. But you know, the New - Teſtament every 


where repreſents it as an Act of. mere, pure Grace in 


God, to provide a Saviour: which . God 
was, in Point of ſtrict Juſtice, at perfect Liberty. 
Nei. — I had rather give up the New Teſtament, 
than believe, that God might juſtly have dealt with 
all Mankind according to 7 25 and never provided 
J V 

Ca.. — But, dear Sir, to ſuppoſe, the Son of God 
came into the World, andlay*d down his Life, to anſwer 
the Demands of a Law, in it ſelf 23 & unjuſt, 


o 


is infinitely ſhocking ! Infidelity, no oubt, is to be 


preferred to this. 3 Egg 
Ni — For my Part, I do not believe, that Adam 


would have had any Children, had no Saviour been pro- 


vided: but Death would have put an End to him, 
and fo have prevented the Exiſtence of his Poſterity— 
And pow that God has provided a Saviour, if we will 

take his zvhole Plan together, it is a good one, and our 
belng is defirablg. 7 s. 


0 * 


LL 7 


Ca. — But if Adam was to have had noChildren, 
then God did not appoint him to act for them. He 
could not ſtand a Repreſentative, for Children never 


to be born He was therefore to act only for him- 
ſelf. Nor can we have any more Intereſt in the 


Sin of Adam, than of Noah, upon this Hypotheſis, 
But where then is the Juſtice of Judgment coming 


upon all Men to Condemnation, on Account of his 
Sin? Or how can St. Paul be ever vindicated on 


this Foot, who ſpeaks of Adam as a public Head, a 
Figure of him that was to come; and affirms, that in 


— 
- 


x 


* 


- 
4 


Adam all die ?— Beſides, you fay, God has provid- 


ed a Saviour. But what did we want a Saviour for? 
Surely, not to anſwer the Demands of an unjuſt Law! 


1 . i” 
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| enn cs 
not to die a Sacrifice to Tyrann) T6 bring the 
Caſe home, How could you and I need the Son of 
God. in our Stead, fo bear the Curſe of the Law, to 
redeem us from the Curſe, if the Curſe, as to you and 
me; was in itſelf unrighteous-? You and I are of the 
Poſterity-of Adam, and were born under ſuch a Law : 
and the Son of God has died fo redeem us from its 
Curſe. Theſe are Fats.—Ir's Curſe was righteous ; 
of, the Death of Chriſt was needle/3. - Yea, i'sCurſe 
wis righteous, or the Death of Chriſt was the-moſt. 
oe ling Affair that ever Bappened. And thus the 
Goſpel inſtead of being the moſt glorious Diſpenſation, 
becomes quite the contrary, & thatto an infiniteDegree. 
+ N81,— I muſt ſay ſtill, J had rather renounce the 
Scriptures, than to believe that God might juſtly 
have held Mankind bound by ſuch a Law, and never 
provided any Relief. e eee 
Cn. And yet if this Law had not been ſtrictly 
righreous, - an Atonement had been needleſs. The 
Law might have been repealed : yea, it ought to have 
been repealed : yea, it could not have ſtood unre- 
pealed, in a Government holy, juſt and good, ſuch as 
God's, no doubt, is. And fo, the Death of Chri/? 
had been quite needleſs in the Caſe. Tea, it had been 
_ infinitely unſuitable, for the Governour of the World 
to have put ſuch Honour upon a Law, in it ſelf 
unrighteous, as to appoint his own Son to anſwer 
it's Demands, in our Room, If our Fall freed us 
from our Obligations to this perfect Law, then being 
fallen, we needed no Other to anſwer it's Demands in 
our Stead. So that, to think as you do, 1s to enter 
into the Depths of Tyfdelity at once. — And yer, if | 
you own, the Lao, in the Language of St. Paul, to 
be Holy, juſt and good, you muſt own, that in FacT _ 
Mankind are, as the Scriptures repreſent, in a /off, pe- 
. „ riſhing 
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5 bing Comditian by Nature Now, if this be 
FacT,—and if we may once but W ſee and 
feel this to be onr Caſe, and have our Hearts ſuitably 
brought down, I humbly conceive, our Diſputes about 
original Sin, and moſt of our other religious Diſputes, 
would ſoon be ſettled; and we. receiving the glad 
Tidings of the Golf} pel with all Thankfulneſs, ſhould 
be united, with one Heart and with one Soul, to ſerve 
the Lord, placing all our Hopes of Acceptance on 
free Grace thro' Jeſus Chriſt. So that I ſee no other 
Way, for a conſiderate, thinking Man, if he is reſolv- 
ed to be conſiſtent with himſelf, but to become a Cal- 
viniſt, or elſe a Deiſt, or rather an. Atheiſt. For l hum; 
bly conceive, to deny the Juſtice of the Lau, not 
only undermines the old & newTeſtaments; bur alfois 
inconſiſtent with 2 Belief of theBeing of God: For if 
there is a God, He muſt be inftnitely excellent & amia- , 
ble; & ſo, infinitely worthy of that Love, Honour and 
Obedience the Law requires : and conſequently our 
Obligations to love, honour and obey him, as the Lato 

requires, mult be infinitely binding : and hence Sinmuſt 
be an infinite Exil: and fo the firſt Tranſgreſſion muſt 
deſerve eternal Damnation, according to Gali 10. i.e. 
according to the Tenour of the old & new Teſtaments; 
thoſe Words in Gal iii. 10. being originally contain- 
ed in the old Teſtament, Deut. xxvii. 2 6. and here 
inſerted, with Approbation, in the new. — But it is 
f to inſiſt on theſe Topicks, as they have been 
ſufficiently cleared up from the Dreſs. in ſome” late 


Writingss. 
Nei. —In what Books, Sir! a oa I ſeares e ever read 


any Thing on theſe Points. 


Cal. Il can heartily fecommend to you two 2. 


mons, one on Juſtiſſcation, and another on theFuſtice 
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not to die a Sacrifice to Tyrann) To bring the 


Caſe home, How could you and I need the Son of 


God. in our Stead, to bear the Curſe of the Law, to 


redeem us from the Curſe, if the Curſe, as to you and 
me, was in itſelf unrighteous-? You and I are of the 
Poſterity of Adam, and were born under ſuch a Lay: 
and the Son of God has died fo redeem us from its 
Curſe. Theſe are Facts.—It's Curſe was righteous ; 
of, the Death of Chriſt was needleſs. - Yea, n'sCurſe 
wis righteous, or the Death of Chriſt was the moſt 


; ſhoel ing Affair that ever Bappened. And thus the 


Goſpel, inſtead of being the moſt glorious Diſpenſation, 
becomes quite the contrary, & chat to an infinite Degree. 
NE. I muſt fay full, J had rather renounce the 
Scriptures, than to believe that God might juſtly 
have held Mankind bound by ſuch a Law, and never 


2 provided any Relief. 


C1. And yet if this Law had not been ſtrictly 
righteous, an Atonement. had been needleſs. The 
Law might have been repealed : yea, it ought to have 
been repealed : yea, it could not have ſtood unre- 
pealed, in a Government holy, juſt and good, ſuch as 
God's, no doubt, is. And fo, the Death of Chri/? 
had been quite needleſs in the Caſe. Yea,it had been 
infinitely unſuitable, tor the Governour of the World 


to have put ſuch Honour upon a Law, in it ſelf 
unrighteous, as to appoint his own Son to anſwer 


it's Demands, in our Room, If our Fall freed us 
from our Obligations to this perfect Law, then being 
fallen, we needed no. Other to anſwer it's Demands in 
our Stead. So that, to think as you do, is to enter 
into the Depths of Infidelity at once. — And yet, if 


you own, the Law, in the Language of St. Paul, to 


be Holy, juſt and good, you muſt own, that in Fa C 


Mankind are, as the Scriptures repreſent, jn a /oft, pe- 


riſbing 
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riſbing Condition by Nature —— Now, if this be 
FacT,—andif we may once but thoroughly ſee and 
feel this to be onr Caſe, and have our Hearts fuitably 
brought down, I humbly conceive,our Diſputes about 
original Sin, and moſt of our other religious Diſputes, 
would ſoon be ſettled; and we. receiving the glad 
[Tidings of the Goſpel with alt Thankfulneſs, ſnould 
be united, with one Heart and with one Soul, to ſerve 
the Lord, placing all our Hopes of Acceptance on 
free Grace thro' Jeſus Chriſt. So that I ſee no other 
Way, for a conſiderate, thinking Man, if he is reſolv- 
ed to be conſiſtent with himſelf, but to become a Cal- 
vini/t,or elſe a Deiſt, or rather an. Atheiſt. For I hum- 
bly conceive, to deny the Juſtice of the Lau, not 
only undermines the old & new Teſtaments; bur alfois 
inconſiſtent with àæ Belief of the Being of God: For if 
there is a God, He muſt be infinitely excellent & amia- 
ble; & ſo, infinitely worthy of that Love, Honour and 
Obedience the Law requires: and conſequently our 
Obligations to love, honour and obey him, as the Law 
requires, muſt be infinirely binding: and hence Sin muſt 
be an infinite Evil: and fo the firſt Tranſgreſſion muſt 
deſerve eternal Damnation, according to Gal. iii 10. i. e. 
according to the Tenour of the old & new Teſtaments; 
thoſe Words in Gal iii. 10 being originally contain- 
ed in the old Teſtament, Deut. xxvil. 2 6. and here 
inſerted, with Approbation, in the new. — But it is 
needleſs to inſiſt on theſe Topicks, as they have been 
ſufficiently cleared up from the Preſs in ſome late 
JJ „ 
Nel. — In what Books, Sir? for I ſcarce ever read 
any Thing on theſe Points. | 3 
Ca. I can heartily recommend to you two Ser- 
mons, one on Juſtiſication, and another on the Juſtice 
of God in the Damnation of Sinners, publiſhed OF: 


f 
; 
þ 
F 
Þ 
1 


8 8 
thi Rev. Mr. EnwakvDs, late Preſident of A 
Jerſey College, above twenty Years ago. And there 


Is now im the Prefs by the fame Author, a Book on 
| Original Sin, wherein all theſe Points are fully con- 


Ugered, and every Objection, of any Moment, anf- 
ered. And I could wiſh, that Gentlemen in your 


* 
” way of thinking would be at the Pains to read a little 


more on the other Side of the Queſtion ; and not be 
at once diſguſted at the Sight of an Ottavo-Volume ; ; 


when it is not to be expected, in ſmall Pamphlets, at | 


well ſoever written, to fee theſe Points thoroughly diſ- 


cuſſed. Certainly theſe are Subjects which demand 


our moſt ſerious and cloſe Attention. 
NI. I thank you, Sir, for this Converſation : : 
And 1 am determined to take your Advice. 
Thus ended this Conference. p 


For having ſaid cheſe Things, Calvinus, full af: 
Benevolence and good Wi hes, left the Company. — h 


We fart in profound Silence, — lll at length 


'S1MPLI1C1Us ſpake.- Some Vears ago, ſaid he, I read 
2 Book which undertook to prove, it was more for 
our. Intereſt, that Adam ſhould act for us, than that 
we ſhould every one act for our elves. And to be 
ſare, if we are all born under what Calvinus calls the 
Law of Nature, —and if that be our narural State, if 
that Law be founded in the Nature of Things, I 


muſt own, that Adam's being appointed our public 


Head, was 15 Tnjury to us. It did nor make our 
State worſe than it would have been, if all Things 
had remained in their natural State, every one to act 


for himſelf; for Adam was as nel to ſtand, as any 


of us ſhould have been, if created holy, 
Ho Es TUS. If in Truth Calvinus has given a 


jaſt Account of the Law of Nature, we ſhall be ob- 
5 to give 1 into'the Doctrine of Original Sin: For, 


in 
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ora rs be- 
in Fact, Mankind come into Exiftence with ſuch 
Tempers, and under ſuch Circumſtances, that every 
one breaks this Lao, as foon as they begin to act as 
moral Agents. And in this View, our ſuppoſing A. 
dam to be our public Head, and that we fell in him, 
ſeems to be the only way to folve the Difficulties, 
which naturally ariſe ; and which, on any other Plan, 
are, for aught | can fee, quite unanfwerable, 

PaulLiN us. Calvinus's Notion of the Law is a- 
greable to the BiBLE, for aught I fee; and this Law 
is in Scripture affirmed to be Holy, ;uſt and god. And 
if our Children are conceived in Sin and brought forth 
in Iniquity, and are by Nature Children of M rath, 
liable to eternal Damnation, if mere Grace prevent 
not, they are in no worſe Caſe than we are. And if 
the Law of God now appears to us too ſevere, yet 
at the Day of Judgment it will appear, before all 
Worlds, that the Fault was not in God's Laro, but in 
our own depraved Hearts: 'ThenGod will be juſtified, - 
and we ſhall be found withoutExcuſe.--For theWorld, 
Iwould not venture to reflect upon the Judge of all the 
Earth : eſpecially, fince he has given his Son to die, 
to anſwer the Demands of the La, that he might 
magnify it and make it honourable, For, to reflect 
upon the Lau, is not only to blaſpheme the Law- _ 
giver, but to caſt Contempt upon the Death of his 
Son. Yea, and: if we give up the Law, as unjuſt, we 
maſt give up the Whole of what we ufed to call Di- 
vine Revelation, as not being from God. And I ſee 
nothing then before us bur Darkneſs and Deſpair, — 
J believe really, we are in a very bad Caſe; and that 
it better becomes us, to be humbled under it, & ſeck 
for Mercy, while there is Hope, than to indulge ſuch 
a wrangling Temper, which God may juſtly refent, 
as the Reſult of a Spirit of Enmity againſt him. 

CE ©. AGRIPPA. 


ARA — For my Part, I will never believe, 
we are born under ſuch a Law. If the Scriptures 


— teach this, 1 don't ſee but I muſt turn Infidel ; for 


I have always laid this down as a fundamental Maxim, 
that God, according to ſtrict. Jultice, can require of 
us no more than we can do. 
___NEonoMus, Some Months ago, 1 ld a Ser- 
mon, which undertook to prove Calvinus s Notion of 
the Law to be true, and to ſhe the Equity of ſuch 
a Law : and altho' I did not like the Sentiments, I 
ay 5 not how to anſwer the Reaſonings. I think, it 
nite time we ſhould attend to this Point; tor, 
if the Notion they advance is true, all our Schemes 
are overthrown : and we ſhall, indeed, be all eue 
to turn Calviniſts, or Deiſts. | 
Upon the whole, ſaid I, Gentlemen, let us 
adjourn our Meeting to ſome future Day. - Ewill. 
write to my Miniſter,who, if any Man, can clear up 


all theſe Difficulties; and he will not fail ſoon to ſend 
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me an Anfwer to my Letter, which 1 will bring to our. 
| Meeting, So we mentioned a Day: — the Company 
broke up, —I retired to write, and here you have the 
Subſtance of what paſſed. The Sub/?ance, I lay ; 
for to a Man of your DagacitFs, 1 Knew; theſe Hints 
would be quite enough. ; 7 
And now, Rev. Sir, I doubt not your Readineſs to 
ſend an Anſwer, as ſoon as poſſible. And altho' pri- 
vate Converſation, could ] e it, would be more 
ſatisfactory to me, yet a Letter may be more bene- 


ficial on the whole. e 


x Lem, Rev. Sir, 
Lyon 28.17 1 Se Wour ſincere Friend, 


12 A* 77 10 and Humble Servant, 


7 | ; L | 
. src NE1GHBOUR, 


